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In last month (September 2012) the repression against the Islamist 

parties (especially against Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and its 

student wing Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir) was more than 

any month of the current year as the police atrocities from the 

govt. pressure created hell for the people who supporting the 

ideology of Islam. It’s clear from the treatment of ruling party 

that, it has a mission to keep their demolition of the JI’s image as 

well as the harassing people to keep their wrong doing 

uncompromised. So they want to eliminate the other people who 

can create some obstacle on the way of them. Overall situation of 

the Bangladesh seems that we are living in the anti-Islamic 

country & JI is the main opposition of the mission. This report 

has been designed with some scenario based on the information 

we got from national dailies. 
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Some Snapshots 
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September’12: Another blAck 

Month for Islamists in 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh has become an alien country for Islamists as the ruling party shows zero 

tolerance towards them and doesn’t allow them to hold any program or procession. 

The islamist parties like Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing Bangladesh Islami 

Chhatra Shibir are much more liberal and democratic party than any other parties 

whatsoever. Yet the Govt. is very rude and ruthless to them. Here goes some scenario 

that will indicate the tyrannical attitude of the Govt. only in the last month i.e. 

September 2012.  

Madrasah looted by Awami League 
 

 

On September 1, a religious school (known as ‘Madrasah) in the capital Dhaka was 
attacked and looted under the leadership of the ruling party’s activists. While attacking 
the madrasah, the terrors massacred the furniture including religious books and beat 
the teachers and students when they protested such unethical activities. The terrors of 
the ruling party took the possession of the madrasah forcibly and transferred the same 
to Mohammadia Housing Company.1 

14 Jamaat men held in Rajshahi 

On September 2, police picked up 14 activists of Jamaat-e-Islami including mayor of 
Katakhali municipality on Sunday morning for holding so-called ‘secret’ meeting at a 

                                                           
1  http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/02/161602 

http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/02/161602
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mosque on Rajshahi city outskirts. The detainees are Katakhali municipality mayor 
and Jamaat Ameer Mazedur Rahman, nine imams from different mosques and four 
students. On information that a group gathered for a meeting at the Katakhali 
mosque outside prayer times, police raided the mosque and brought them to the 
police station around 8:00am. However, among the four students – two are from 
Rajshahi University, one from Rajshahi College and one madrassa student. It’s notable 
that, on July 31, municipality mayor Mazedur Rahman was made an accused in a 
police charge-sheet that listed 110 Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami Chhatra Shibir leaders 
and activists for allegedly murdering Rajshahi University student Faruk Hossain.2 

10 Shibir-men wounded in Sylhet 

On September 8, at least 10 Shibir activists were wounded by brutal attack of law-
enforcers in Sylhet. Police charged batons and fired two blanks during the clash and 
also arrested 11 activists of the student body backed by Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami. 

Jamaat-Shibir activists from a platform called Shikkhangan Rakkha Parishad 
announced the token hunger strike demanding compensation for the fire victims of 
the MC College hostel. It’s notable that, forty-two rooms of the hostel were set on 
fire on July 8 this year during a violent attack of BCL upon Shibir-men. 

However, on September 8, 2012, when Shibir-men began marching towards the city’s 
Shaheed Minar to stage the strike, the law enforcers baton-charged the procession and 
fired two blanks, injuring at least six.3 

15 injured in BCL-Shibir clash in Khulna 
 

On September 10, 2012, some 15 people were injured  after pro-Awami League 
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) and pro-Jamaat-e-Islami Islami Chhatra Shibir 
activists of Khulna Alia Madrasa unit clashed on the campus in Khulna city. BCL 
activists swooped on Shibir activists following an altercation over drinking water from 
the dispenser. Witnesses said the BCL activists, armed with iron rods and sticks, 
attacked on Shibir activists around 1:00pm. The BCL men also vandalised some 
rooms belonging to Shibir activists and broke the window panes and gates of a hall. 

                                                           
2  http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/03/161772 

3
  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-09&nid=23114#.UGw2kFIraSp 

http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/03/161772
http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-09&nid=23114#.UGw2kFIraSp
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Some teachers were also injured by BCL when they tried to bring the situation under 
control, they added.4 

2 Shibir men wounded in BCL attack at RU 

A group of Bangladesh Chhatra Leaguej (BCL) activists stabbed and beat up two 
activists of Bangladesh Islmai Chhatra Shibir at Rajshahi University on 13th 
September, 2012. The incident happened at the Nwab Abdul Latif Hall about 
11:00pm. Students residing at the hall said some 10 students involved with the 
university unit BCL stormed into Room 244 and 353 and caught Delwar and Sagir, 
respectively 3rd and 4th year students of Islamic studies department, dragged them to 
the hall’s guest room and started hitting them iron rods and hammers and stabbed 
them with knife. The injured, Delwar Hossain and Sagir Ahmed, were admitted to 
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital.  Hall residents also said the BCL group was led by 
Kowshik Ahmed, Lutfar Rahman, Dowlat Hossain and Anisur Rahman. University 
unit BCL president Ahmed Ali admitted to the attack on the two Shibir activists and 
said they punished them because they participated in the violent fight between the 
two organisations on February 9, 2010 that left BCL activist Faruq Hossain dead. 
Attending physicians at RMCH said Delwar and Sagir had stab wounds on the head, 
chest, hands and legs.5 

12 Shibir-men were Taken in Remand in Violation of Fundamental Rights 

On September 15, police took 12 Shibir-men in remand including 5 leaders of Shibir 
who were arrested on September 12, 2012. The detainees were not produced before 
the court within 24 hours as provided by the constitution of the country. Rather they 
were taken in remand after being produced before the court after 48 hours or more 
time passed.6 

22 Shibir activists arrested in Chandpur for attack on policemen  

On September 18, 2012, in Chandpur, police arrested 22 activists of Islami Chhattra 
Shibir, student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami on charge of attacking the law-enforcers in the 

                                                           
4  http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=249277 

5  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-15&nid=23724#.UGw2UlIraSp 

6  http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/15/163825 

http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=249277
http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-15&nid=23724#.UGw2UlIraSp
http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/15/163825
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evening of 17 September.7 All of them except one named Bari from different upazilas 
of Chandpur. He comes from Feni district. Two separate cases were also lodged with 
the police station.8 

Top Jamaat leader arrested 
 

 

 

 

 

On September 20, 2012, military intelligence arrested Moulana Abdus Sobhan, Naib-
e-Amir of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and former lawmaker of the cournty, from the 
eastern toll plaza of Jamuna Bridge. Sobhan had left his Mirpur house in the morning 
along with his two sons to attend funeral prayers for one of their relatives in Pabna. 
As the news spread in Pabna town, the electoral constituency of the Jamaat leader, 
activists of Jamaat and Islami Chhatra Shibir brought out demonstrations against the 
arrest and clashed with police.9 

20 injured by police attack on Jamaat in Pabna 

On September 20, 2012, at least 20 Jamaat-Shibir people, including journalists and 
policemen, were injured in Pabna town as the police charged baton on a procession 
brought out by the activists of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami Chhatra Shibir 
protesting at the arrest of a top Jamaat leader named Muhammad Abdus Subhan. It’s 
notable that, members of an intelligence agency detained Jamaat-e-Islami Nayeb-e-
Ameer and former lawmaker Muhammad Mr. Subhan from the Bangabandhu Bridge 
toll plaza area earlier on the same day. The police baton-charged them, prompting a 
clash with the demonstrators in which three journalists and three policemen were also 

                                                           
7  http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-19/news/290775 

8  http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=250297 

 
9
  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-21&nid=24419#.UGw4TFIraSp 

 

http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-19/news/290775
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injured. UNB correspondent Abdul Majid, Shomoy TV reporter Saikat Afroz Asad, 
Daily Sangram correspondent SM Alauddin and sub-inspector Anwarul Islam were 
among the wounded.10 Police lodged six cases accusing one thousand people 
including 52 leaders and activists of Jamaat-Shibir.11 

15 Jamaat, Shibir activists arrested in Mymensingh and Jessore 

Police arrested six Jamaat men in Mymensingh on 20 September and nine Shibir 
activists in Jessore on 19 September. Police picked up six leaders and activists of 
Jamaat-e-Islami including its district unit secretary Abdul Karim in Mymensingh on 20 
September. The Jamaat men were going to join a procession in the town organised by 
BNP as part of a countrywide programme of the BNP-led 18 party alliance. 

On the other hand, in Jessore, nine Islami Chhatra Shibir activists were arrested on 19 
September on charge of planning subversive activities. Police raided different messes 
in the town and arrested them. Officer in-charge (OC) at Kotwali police station said, 
acting on a tip off, a police team arrested them for plotting subversive activities to 
tarnish the image of the government.12 

16 Shibir men arrested over RU bus torching  

On September 21, Sixteen activists of pro-Jamaat student organisation Islami Chhatra 
Shibir were detained from different areas of Rajshahi city on suspicion of their 
involvement in torching a bus of Rajshahi University (RU) on September 17. Anisur 
Rahman, officer-in-charge at Motihar Police Station, admitted that, most of the 
arrestees were university admission seekers.13 

September 21, Jamaat-Shibir men held countrywide 

On September 21, police, held a number of Jamaat-Shibir people from the various 
places of the country. The law enforcers arrested five Chhatra Shibir men from 
Habigonj apprehending to create so-called ‘subversive acts’. The detainees are 

                                                           
10  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-21&nid=24418#.UGw3DFIraSp 

11  http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-22/news/291580 

12  http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=250589 
13  http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=250752 
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president of district Chhatra Shibir unit Khalilur Rahman Khalil, 25, organizing 
Secretary Mahbubul Alam, 25, district Shibir leaders Murad Chowdhury Bablu, 24,  
and Anamul Hoque, 22, and Habiganj municipal ward-9.14 On the basis of same 
apprehension, police arrested 16 from Rajshahi, 16 (including Jamaat Secretary) from 
Patuakhali, 8 from Barishal district and city, 3 from Jhalkathhi and 8 (including Jamaat 
Secretary) from Barguna.15 

Islamist activists were suppressed violently by Police in Capital 

On July 24, the Sammilito Olama-Masaekh announced the rally for September 22 to 
press for restoring ‘absolute faith in Allah’ in the constitution, cancelling all laws and 
policies ‘against Islam’. Later they added a point condemning the hate campaign 
against Islam in the west. Dhaka Metropolitan Police imposed a ban on rallies or 
processions in the capital’s Paltan, Baitul Mukarram and adjacent areas from 5:00pm 
Friday in a bid to prevent 12 Islamist groups from holding a scheduled rally on 
Saturday fearing troubles. 

On September 22, 2012, Islamist activists tried to bring out a procession against the 
government’s anti-Islam activities. Failing to hold their scheduled rally at Paltan 
ground, the activists, mostly madrassah students, started gathering on the press club 
premises since Saturday morning. The police charged batons and fired tear gas to 
disperse the protesters who tried to break through the cordon and bring out a 
procession from outside the National Press Club premises defying restrictions on 
rallies in the area. Twelve Islamist groups had planned the protest also against a US 
anti-Islam film and caricature of Prophet Muhammad (SM) in a French magazine. The 
police detained more than 30 protesters, including leaders of the Islamist parties 
during the clashes. The detained leaders include Bangladesh Khelafat Andolan ameer 
Maulana Shah Ahmadullah Ashraf and Islami Oikya Jote secretary general Abdul Latif 
Nejami.16 

13 Jamaat men sent to jail for ‘attacking’ cops 

On September 24, 2012, a Dhaka court sent 13 leaders and activists of Jamaat-e-
Islami and its student wing Islami Chhatra Shibir to jail in connection with a case for 
attacking law enforcers and vandalising vehicles at Malibagh on August 29. Of the 49 

                                                           
14 http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-22/news/291661 

15  http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/22/165037 

16
  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-23&nid=24624#.UGw2flIraSp 

http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-22/news/291661
http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/09/22/165037
http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-23&nid=24624#.UGw2flIraSp
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accused in the case, 16 have so far been arrested. The police filed a case against 200 
leaders and activists of Jamaat and Shibir mentioning the names of 49 in this 
connection.17 

6 Jamaat-Shibir activists held in Rangpur 

On September 25, police arrested six activists of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and 
Islami Chhatra Shibir near Salek Market in the Rangpur city When they jointly 
brought a procession at about 7 pm. The arrested are Advocate Kawser Ali, city unit 
Jamaat Ameer, two Jamaat activists--Ashequr Rahman and Abdul Wadud--and three 
Shibir activists---Shahidul Islam, Eman Hossain and Harun-ar–Rashid. Another 10 
activists were injured as police charged batons to disperse the procession. Officer-in-
charge of Kotwali thana said they arrested six Jamaat and Shibir activists as they 
gathered in the area to create ‘anarchy’.18   

6 Shibir-men held in Chittagong 

On September 25, police arrested 6 Shibir-men from Chittagong when Shibir activists 
brought a procession against the brutality of the Govt. Police justified their standing 
saying, as Shibir-men brought procession without taking any prior permission of the 
administration, their gathering was unlawful.19 

Recommendations 

1. Bangladesh is a state party of many International Conventions and the 
provision of those instruments are binding on Bangladesh. But, they are being 
violated every day by the present Govt such as- 

(a) The attack on peaceful procession and arbitrary arrests violates some very 
basic human rights which Bangladesh is committed to protect but violating 
frequently. Bangladesh is a signatory of International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) 1966 which incorporated certain fundamental 
human rights. Under article 21 of this covenant, Bangladesh cannot impose 
any unreasonable restriction on the right of peaceful assembly held in 

                                                           
17

  http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-25&nid=24878#.UGw26FIraSp 

18  http://www.unbconnect.com/component/news/task-show/id-89520 
19  http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-26/news/292802 

http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-09-25&nid=24878#.UGw26FIraSp
http://www.unbconnect.com/component/news/task-show/id-89520
http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-09-26/news/292802
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accordance with law.20 Afflicting the rally participants, police also 
disrespected the rights of protection from torture and cruel treatment.21 

(b) Bangladesh is a state party of Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), 1984 that bars it 
to take initiatives that tend to form any kind of torture.22  Instead of 
implementing, the existing Govt. is increasing the torture with brutal style 
on the oppositions. This is really very unacceptable and Govt. should 
immediately stop these violations. 

(c) Again, a fair and speedy trial is one of the fundamental rights of a citizen.  
And under ICCPR, the Bangladesh government must ensure a fair and 
public trial for anyone charged with a criminal offense, and such a trial must 
take place very fairly with fulfillment of international standard and  "without 
undue delay."23 But it’s being fearfully seen that, the Govt. is abusing the 
machinery of judiciary and detained almost every top leaders of BJI in the 
name of so-called ‘war-crime trial’ which is clear violation of human rights. 

2. The government took steps to bring to trial those responsible for international 
crimes in connection with the war of 1971. The government arrested Mr. 
Abdus Subhan, Naib-e-Ameer of BJI and former lawmaker of the county in the 
name of this trial. But there are strong suspicions that the detentions at this 
time are politically motivated. Equally troubling, the International Crimes 
(Tribunals) Act of 1973 still falls well short of international standards.  

3. Freedom of opinion and expression is an inalienable human right which is 
recognized by the Constitution of Bangladesh24 and by the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948.25  So the Govt. of Bangladesh should stop 
itself from exercising the arbitrary action harmful to freedom of expression 
including freedom of peaceful procession. All restrictions and restrictive 
outlooks towards freedom of expression and procession must be changed.  

                                                           
20

  Article 21 of ICCPR: The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other 
than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public 
safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
21  Article 7 of ICCPR: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 
22  Article 2 of CAT 
23  Article 14 of the ICCPR 
24  Art. 39(2) of the Constitution of Bangladesh ensures the freedom of expression. 
25  Art. 19 says, Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 
frontiers. 


